T he winners of the DAC and A-SSCC Student Design Contests of 2006 presented their work in two evening poster sessions at ISSCC 2007 in San Francisco.
The A-SSCC prize winners were honored at the conference in November, 2006. The DAC awardees will be formally acknowledged at the 44th Design Automation Conference in San Diego, California in June, 2007. 48 papers were submitted from 15 countries for the ten DAC awards. "This was an excellent year, "said Bill Bowhill, a Co-Chair of the contest. "The winners have outstanding designs. Many of the students showed demonstrations of their designs at the conference which generated much interest from the attendees."
Award-winning projects were not ranked for the first time this year due to past difficulties in comparing papers dealing with very different topics and/or technologies. There was no clear outstanding paper for "best overall," said Kaushik Roy, DAC Design Community Chair. "Since many EMS/sensors and ADC papers were submitted this year, more support from Data Converters and Sensor ISSCC committees will be added next year," he said. The DAC student contest is restricted to designs originating in university undergraduate or graduate course work or research. Christopher Batten, who created the high bandwidth memory system to support Krashinsky's execution unit, said, "I always wanted to do hardware -chip design. When I came to MIT, I thought we'd be doing chips right away. But it took six years before we actually built a chip. That took about two years, but it was worthwhile because a lot of our initial area and energy claims were validated by doing it. "
CHIP/SYSTEM OPERATIONAL
This was a small-scale project, Batten said. "Two students, less expensive, very hands on. We got to do everything. It was a lot of fun. " "One of the cool things about doing this is that I get to come to ISSCC," he concluded. "It's so different from the conferences I go to. There's a whole lot more industry people here. It's a whole different community. "
